
 

 

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT 

A.140 (Paulin)/S.3021 (Young) 

 

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to certification of certified registered 

nurse anesthetists 

 

The Nurse Practitioner Association New York State (“the NPA”) is the professional 

association of nurse practitioners (“NPs”), nearly 17,000 of whom practice throughout New 

York State.  The NPA and its members are committed to maintaining the highest professional 

standards for nurse practitioners, and ensuring the greatest possible care for health care 

consumers.  Not only does this organization provide continuing education programs and 

assist in NP training, the NPA advocates on legislative and regulatory issues on behalf of 

nurse practitioners and the patients they serve. The NPA supports A.140 (Paulin)/S.3021 

(Young), which amends the Education Law to enable the State Department of Education 

(“SED” or “the Department”) to provide for the certification of nurse anesthetists.  

Since the 1800s, nurse anesthetists have been providing anesthesia care to patients in the 

United States.  Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (“CRNA”) are anesthesia 

professionals who safely administer anesthetics to patients.  According to the American 

Association of Nurse Anesthetists’ CRNAs provide care to nearly 30 million patients every 

year.  CRNAs, much like nurse practitioners, are on the frontline providing the healthcare 

services that New Yorkers need.  CRNAs are shown to have high quality outcomes and 

operate at the highest levels of safety.     

This legislation would ensure that only those individuals who: (1) are licensed as a registered 

professional nurse, and (2)  have received the necessary post-graduate education in the area 

of nurse anesthesia from an institution registered with the Department or otherwise 

accredited by a national organization recognized by SED, may hold themselves out to be a 

CRNA.  This would enable the public to know that they are going to be treated by a 

professional who will be providing the highest levels of quality care and safety, because they 

have received the necessary training from an accredited institution.  Additionally, this 

legislation would enable the Department to better protect the public by investigating and 

taking corrective action against those individuals who engage in professional misconduct. 

As an organization that advocates for legislation that advances the health care community 

and provides the greatest protections for New York’s patients, the NPA supports A.140 

(Paulin)/S.3021 (Young). 


